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/l.s a rt?porter for: '/'he Nev· .. • York Posl, I :au chor ed a series of. ar t: ic l as 
on Che death investigation of Vincen t W_ Fost e r Jr., former 
deputy White House Counsel. 

Since t he releas e of the Fiske report: o f 3une 30, 1994 on che 
Foscer death invastigacion, I ha ve rece i v ed a nun~er of requests 
f or comment-. H e rein lies my det:a :i led ana.lysi s. r have chosen t:o 
p:1:oduce this inf orrm'IC:. ion in t;.h :i. s mann e t:· s i nee a n ewspaper forrnc. t 
would be inappropriat e . a~d che pending hearings make chis 
irif'.o r:ma t:ion timely and lmportanc _ 

Chris topher Ruddy 
July 18, 199<. 
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STR .~TEGJC RESTRl; 

"St ret ch .vour. talents, g rasp beyond the cros~st [)ranch , c::ikc a risk, Stkk you1· n i'ck Ollt , 
s peak your DlllJd, cbaUenge tb e stntus quo and convenrional wi.~d1)m. Do noc just acc.e pt 
respon.sibility. C hase it down . " 

- -Vi ncent. W . Fas t.er, Jr: . M~y 8 , 1 993, Comm.en c'i;'m2n:: 
Add r ess , Universicy o f Ark~ns~s La w School 

T HE COVER-UP 

Wh a n Sgt. George Gonzal~z. a lee d paramedic . r eparced ror ducy co 
cover fo r: an aos e nt. mernb e::c o f t:he Fai r fax County (V~ .) F ire: & 
R e scue Station No . i on July 20, i993, lic cle did h e know ~h~~ 
f ate wou ld make him p rivy t o one 0£ the b:i.99es t: cover - ups in 
J\merican history. 

Fer just & ~ouple of hou r~ into that swelt e r~r.g evening , 
Gon z ale z, and at least: 2 0 other o ft:i c:ia ls, would have .intimat:e 
knot..·l cd9e of the spot where Vincent Foster's body was found i n 
Fo:r:t Marc y Pa rk - - and che s ubsequent:. knowl edg e that t:.he Park 
Pel ictl! part: icipa t ed in a c o ver - up :oy chang-ing the l ocat ton, i n 
their off i ci al r eports, by a couple o f hundred teet. 

Whac Go n z alez and his ra1 1cw off ic±•l s know cou l d ~ncr~m~nate 
many of the ! eder.'.'.l. off.icia ls j _nvolved in ir.vest.igat:in9 Che death 
of Foster , then depu~y WhiLe House Couns e l. There is p owerful 
eviden c e t.hat. th~se official s o b si:ructed just.ice by , 

• issu ing ~alse repor L s. 

• 1ying to the p r e ss a nd public. 



• cofl1.ffiitti ng a number of other federal off ens es , inclv<;l.i.ng 
intentionally mislead i ng Special Prose cutor Robert Fiske, his 
Std[f -- and the FBI _ 

Revelation of this cover - i..ip wou ld also seriously impugn the 
crodibility ~nd lcgicim~~y of the U_O. rark Vol ~¢¢, whooc 
forensic and physical evidence constituted a major p~rt of the 
Spc-cial Prosecutor' a reporr. on the cai..1se of Foster 1 s death . 

LCite on a Janu;i!:y n ight: six montr1s aft.er Foste::-' s death, Gonza l ez 
decailQd the circumstances cf his death t o this reporter; this 
unrehearsed test).mony remains t he most comprehensive, accu rate 
and honest account of what happened ac ForL M~rcy Pa rk in McLe~n, 
Virginia , f ollowing a 91 1 call reporting a lifeless body in that 
pa r.k. 

In r eviewing my notes o f tha t i nterv iew, I noted t hat Gonza!ez ' s 
rt-cal.1. of cl.::tails wa.s sharp . Hs remetnberr.d.. for exal'nplE>, a 
Mercedes scanding at the park's enu:ance t~·: th hazard-lights 
blinki ng - - .something a police orfice:c wl10 fellowed him int o U1e 
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,_..."'-"' ..... ! ... ..... ""-i_,,.i.. .. !Ll_tL IJl • ..._ ..... lJI~ u11ut1 t,H,lllLJI~ 1lna 11°!.,.• 'i"t~l•!1•1•1•t" 13 1cid"'ifi~·~~~' 
Cor1z~lez • !c> ctcc .... •u"•L. An<i oc,~'\'l..bleoz: viv~nT~; ·;;o1Tc~tTTG:r-rr1lY-twi:.1 ·a111..ll l 
cars in che perking lac. 

And Gonzalez's descripr. ion of Uie crime SCF.:n<:! t.he highl ighr. or 
my first: m.cijor ar.t.icle on t.he event in Th~ Nn,v York Pos1, wh.ich is 
generally acknowledged to have prompced ~he broadened probe by 
$J;l~C:ial c9unsel Robert: Fiske int.o Fo~;t.i:;r•s cieath ~-parallel:;; t-.hP. 
tinctings or tnac probe, as follows: 

• Foster's body l~y on cbe side of a hill. face-up. 

• A ~rickle of blood emanat€d from the side of che mouth. 

• Flies were buzzing around his eyes and orifices. 

m A gun was in his right hand 

• Eve:r:y limb was strnigrir. <"'ls if Fo9tQi: was "rGady for l"hC> 
cofrin," in Gonzalez's words 

Everyt..hing Gonzalez said was in R9ceement wir-ch Fiske's findings 
- e->l'cepl:. f.or tvc al 1- import~a.nt details: the body ts location, and 
who discovered it. 

,•;,,,,,,.1or< ..,,.,1 ll:n fi'l.,.b• 'l1l.""I ,,.,,,. 111 c1u1• .. 111r111I lhlil .r. 
~ppl.-oximat~l y 6 p. m. on July 20, l.993, Go nzalez• s p~r;.in\e.:'.l:i.<'..: ur1-i. t, 
consi.st:.lng ot: l1h'h,;:el f ao<..'l two ¢t;her re!JC\1e worker~, arrlve-:t a.t 
the p"'3rk1.ng 1.ot o:C Fort Marcy Park, fo1l ov.ed close1y by Officer 
Kev;Lri Fornsh.ill o! the P<.lrk. Police. l:i. Fairfax Connt.y f1re r::n:r:k 
·=-·"-\..-'l:..:ti\l.,_) L1 ... .._u~ ..::,Ll'u.,.:1.JL ....._VJ...) ~t....&-1.-.:"i.v Jl(._1u ""'"~ .1. t·. •l,..."J. 

The re-scue:r5 qu:lck1y SQparated in the lot: Gonza),ez, ~-ornshi.l l 
nnc1 Todd J1;i11 r,o( Gonzo?-lez' :a "Unit. r.oo.k a: looping not-t.hfH:ll-~r. i-.T"ll i l 
1' 1 f I l 11 t 11 1 l 11 ; l \ '• ,. 1 H 1 ~ t ii , r • 1i • ~ l 11 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 J 1; t 1 11 • • 1 1 ? J 11 1 1 u 1 u n 1 fl 1 11 _, n ~ 
t;n,""U~h i!l.no:j woods. mov:i ng riwny t"rnm tnA F,·,yr 

Gonzalez's ~estimony and the Fiske report are ~n agreement Lhac 
Gonzalez moved quickly up the pa LK' s nort: heast t.rai 1, a distance 
oC ahou~ 200 fpPr, Bnd en~er~d che main clear~ng of rhe historic 
fnri- ~rnnnr:i ... 1hi.:;h t:ho P-=!rlr unei "-~~~,lyli~l·.,:-0,, H-~;.:,:., l.~".. t.l~ 1•• f,',.,'l, . , 
rJ:ittr• ar11 t':t.'n 1-:.;nn,-,,, ..... . :r£·v.J. r.::.-:-nn: ..... 141..:- ·'.::"-·'.Clil: ur;iart t:h~ t".1cci::. orr~ ::lt"-d 
9t:-etrched to t:hC? lefc of it;:, while f'Ol:'nsl"l.i.11 an,-1 Hall f•Itl1lf~'~ nn 
~h~ n~hP~ ~irl~ ot thQ clA~ring. 

H<: .1..'L: Wt...: 

ch. ft°" re: 
cum<= l.o i::he parr:: wh.:-re (..Er.;nzale;'. ·::; or::..g1n,'1J r.r:.;~n:inr: 
from vJh.:Jt: he 3ub~~.:".f\J~<"H. l y Lvl<.'.l P,;, "'),..,,,'"' :s L1:>.!' f. 

. ] 

t 0 me: 

'.LO feec.'' a10ng t:he west berm t.hat. c!1e canno:i c-:,;~rl·:;~k; h~ ;~~~~ 
upon t.hc body, lying on the be::·m itself. (This spot i~ now 
wi ~dly ov~rg1:.-ow~1 because the pll.1-k • s g ?:ound s have not. be"°~n 
maint:oined, .!.S the main e.1'"ltra1~ce r:o che p~rk; has been closed 
since Dece:nber. ) 

p _ L;:""I: 1 



park CO\.lldn't rememl::::>er, even t.hov.g.h chc Fiske r.ei;;ort. coo.fir1ns 
Gon z alez 1 s accou nt: . And Gon<-.alez viv:'..dly 1:ccalled the two srn:~l l. 
cars in cne parking loc . 

And Gonzalez.· s description o:f c he c:t.·.ime sc:<;:ne the h igr. l:i.g11t o"" 
my fi?."St major article on the event .i.n 71u Neh' York Posr. which i s 
generally acl<:nowlec'lge d to have promp::.ed r. lH:>- broadened probe by 
special Counsel Roberc F iske into Foscer•s deach ~~rallels c he 
findin~s ot that probe, ~s follows: 

• Foster ' s body lay on the side of a hill. face-up _ 

- He ...,ol.'.'e: su it panes, a dre ss :;;hire. but. no t. ie or j a c'Ket. 

• The top shi.rt was unbuttoned . 

• A tri ckle o! blood ema nated from t he s ide of the mouth . 

Flies were buzzing around h~s eyes and orif ices . 

• A gun was ~n his right hand . 

• Every limb wa~ st:.raighr. "'S if b'as::er "'as "rlOlady for t:hc 
corr in," ~n Gonzalez's words. 

Everything Gonzalez said wc.s in ag-reement. w.ich Fiske's findings 
except for t.wo al1 - i.mportant: det:.ails; i;:.he body 's location, and 

who discovered it. 

Gon~~ ~ez and the F iske reporc ~re ~ n a greemenc chat at 
approxJ.mately € p.m . on July 20, J.993 . Gonzalez's paramed ic unit:., 
consist:.ing of -r.imsel..! and t:wo other- re~C\.•e workers, a rrived at 
Che p~rking lot O~ Fort Marcy Par.k, Collo~ed Glosely by orricer 
Kevin Pornshill or c:.ha P;;irl< Police. A F'airf~:x. County t'i:::e t:i::c.:c-:k 
carrying three other rescuers also arrived. 

Tha rescue:::-s guickl y sep<i!-rated in 
and Todd Hall o~ Gonzalez's uni c, 
of the park; the four o~hers t.ook 
bl:.-ush and woods, n1oving away from 

che lor.: Gonzalez, Fornshill 
t ook a: loop ing northeast trail 
the sou th t..rail t.hrough ctense 
t.he fort.. _ 

c-onzalez 's test: i mony and the F iske report are in. agcee ment chac 
Gonzalez moved qu~ckly up the park's nor~heas~ trail, a di s tance 
ot abouc 200 feet, and entered the main clearing of the histor~c 
fort around wh i c h the park was established _ Here, in Che fort, 
there are two c a nnonA, ~nd Gonzalez came upon th~ first one a nd 
searched to the l ef t or ~t, while Fornshil1 and Hall probed on 
t he othe r s ide o r the clearing. 

Here we come ~o the pare where Gonza le z•s ori ginal accounc Lo me 
c-..ffers fron-. what: be subseqli.~nt. ly t. oJ.cl F'.i.ske • s scarf. 

~icture Fo~t Ma~cy, a small parcel or land wedged becween t wo 

2 

1s :s 1 

p - 0 1 

norc~-sout~ ~~oroughfares: the G~orge w~sh 1nscon Parkw~y on en~ 
we s~ an~ Cn&inbr1d9e Road on che ~as L . Close tu Chainbridge ~o~d 
in t-. he rn iddl e cf the p~rce ). t:he ":ooded l..a.nd ::.-:.ses Lo fotll) .;; 

!'"ou9!1ly squ~rish plateau me.;i::.u=-iog a fe...., h•;nd r.ed feet in le:!t;!:.h 
and widc;.!1; t.h is is the o r igi.nal Eo :::c, on e o~ a nut'.<ber t..hat: Pr e ::::. 
Lincoln au chorized ~s a bu lwark "s•i~s ~ acceck of ch e capic~l 
during th~ Civil WBr. 

On ~wo sides of cn1s tiny ~ore che land CB:ls away sharply. 
f ormi ng 5t:eep emJ;ianl<mel'Jt.S. somet imes called b r:; rn\:>:. Du:t::ing c:he 
Civil Wa r. numc-rous c~nnct'ls sac. perched overl ooi<ing r:he. bei."rns. 
giving the deCend~rs max1nrum effecc ivenes s . Again, only Lwo 0~ _ ...... ~ ,,_ - ,.... _ ... . · .. 
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was well past U1e first, west cannon, motioning wit.h his hand , as ·' 
he ind5.cated the body wa s not near the c annon. He, too, 
descr i b~d Foster's f eet as pointing towar d the parkw~y . 

If Foster's body was lying on the berm by the t irst, wes t cannon, 
11.. wuulu ue <.m tu1 ~l1:St:-wesc: a.1.1gnmenc:, w1cn cne i- ecr: point:..lng 
toward the parkway several hundred fee t weet. 

If, on the other hand , i t was where t he Park Police and Fiske 
officially locate it, i t would be on a north-south al ignment , 
wi th the feet pointing nort h t o ward wood s and an o u t - of- sight 
~evelopme n t of homes . 

More unrehearsed testimony corrohor~tes Gonzalez ' s or iginal 
o..::.::..:, ..in\: o nJ t: h .'.>L of Ll. t:: c.L,.nn ::: - .... ll.c:~ u u~ 10.11•e U f>oL~~ ~~~ ~J.1..;1:: c'Ytrl .__e :. 
Kory A~hford. an EMS techn icia n who arrived be f ore nighcfall at 
8: 4 5 p . m. to place Foscer· s body i n a bod y bag, claimed he dirln' : 
evE:n ci::m~w.:Oer s eeing a co ri non -- wh ic h i :; consis t.en c. t..> i th th~ 
fact cha t 1f Foster 's body w~s where Gon~al ez ori g i nal ly h ad ic , 
the first , wes t cannon would have been off to the s i de - - our o t 
Ashford ' s direct line of sigh t -~ as he m~de the path from the 

- 4 -



Th e f irs t sits in the souchwesc corne r o~ c he square ciosesc c o 
che p ark' s parking lot. The o ~her r e sts ~n th e opposite, 
northeast c o rner, hidden by brush and e arche r n mounds. They are 
re!erred t:o i n the F iske repor c. as, re.specc~vely, the "f i rs c·• a n d 
"se con d ·· can nor .. 

In t hat Jttnuary in~erview , Gonzalez cold me he moved pas~ t.he 
.f:":ir s r., west. c a nnon aI1 d found not:hing . B1..1t as he moved " a t: le G st 
20 t ee c. ·• along c.he west: b~rm t.h,;:it che can non o v erlooks, he cam~ 
upon c.he body , l ying on t:he b e .i:m it:self _ ('i'his spot is now 
w i ldly c..ver-g:t:own because che pai::k ' s g r oun ds have not. been 
ma~ntained , ~s che mai n ent r ance c o che pa rk h a s been close6 
Si.nee D ecember.) 

aut che Piske report locac e s che body dire ccly in front of ~he 
.second, nort.h can non - - a c o upl e o'f hundr~d f e e t:. a way. 

Mo r e over , Gonz~le2 tol d me chat u p o n d i s~overing che 
s houced t o the t wo other searchers o n h i s ceam, wh o , 
were s t ill in sigh~ - That prec l udes c hem rrom being 
s e c o nd, no~ch cannon, which, as i ndicQ tec above, w a s 
from th<l c s po t-. . 

body , h e 
he said, 
by ch~ 
not: vis i bl e 

Gon z a l ez told me he moved down t:h e b el:Tn a nd c h ecked F oi;;; t-¢r for 
l ife signs , closely examin ing his eyes and chen his finge rs, to 
see if they were cyanoc ic (pool~ng blood). T hey we re . Foscer 
was d e 3d . A.r°'.d Gonzalez e mphas i zed k e e p this det a il i n mi nd 
that i~ ·s in~octant neve r co assume daach b u t ~o careful l y verify 
i t. . 

T hoe f" i .ske r eoori: has a si gn i fi c zui. c: l y d i ffe:n;: :-H: v~r:> io11 of th~ 
discovery, stating that "0ff ~cer Fo rn sh i ll wa s che first to 
?- r r ive .;;o c Ch •':! bocly." And t..he l oca c ion is g iven ;:is a ppi::·o ximat.ely 
l O f e et: in f r o l"lc o f the second_ riQ );"Lh e;an n oi-: . 

':'he Fi,sk.., reoor- t: ha s Gonzal. e :z ;:; :o-::ivir'.-3 a fc e 1· •-l1.:o· t:wo or.:he:r-s t :.~ d 
fo,1nd i:hc: body. Ir; then st: .;. i:..:; s t:h at Todd N o !f c i: o bed fo r 1 i f e 
siq.ns by checKi n -;J FO«i !"" Pr' c; fw l ~.-.. H;:. l l " !' o ur;:d i~on. G ," cha rop ort . 
s tates . 
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Gon:ale z now cla ~ms ne n e v e r- saw Ha l i c he c k che pu l se , b u t )u s~ 
a s sumed Foscer was dead He. t he l e a d parame di c who, 
remen~er . h ad emphas~zed co me t:he n e c ess1 c y o f vecif i c aci o n 
n o w- s a ys F oscex • s c ond it. ion was " Ob V :i.OU S ." 

Ccn~~ l oo flip-floppo~ . 

J!lt . .e,. ....:; ... ~L ... 'i ~ - ~ -c. _, ..,,. .t;--'!....J"-' - .___, l . l...=t ....... ". l~ 1 ... . ~ ~ - -·· t..- .. L.;,. ._. ,, t..t• '-• ....... Li.le. L....,.Jy - Q. ..'.:t 

d o wn the b~~n {rem che fi rs t, wes ~ c ann o n, a c oupl e of hundred 
- --- --ee.t- -ft='"oni-·-w11'e r e c.h e F 1 sKe r·eport:-nacr~~C-:~· · ···------·-----·-- -~· ·· , . -···-·---------·· 

This i s nae a m~tte r o f verba l confu s i on; Gonza l ez backed up h i s 
account o f the events by drawi ng a ma p and s k etching o uc in m y 
noc e nook s everal diagr~ms of t h e sc e ne. The ma p deta1l s t he 
loop ing cr~il f rom c ho p~rking lac to the forclc m~ in clo2 ring, ~ 
aiot.al'\ ~ e ef ~~(>Ut :'.10 0 ~.ee~ - II~ l'.\-"5."l~ed. ehe 0~~"-1!>~ k:i B~O ~. O he. 
moved co ~h~ l e fc . He d rew his p a ch p as c Che cannon some 
distance and ma r ked 2n " x '' as the p oint a t which he found the 
b ody. He c l ear l y sta t ed che b ody wa s nm in fronc of the cannon. 
enc r e membere d such a s e e mi n giy insignificant de ta il as a cu rve ~ 
~h;i[l.;>ri hn1 i (1t.1 .:.r- t'hc t't"\ [' n f' t-h.<;> h "'...-m . ...-h; rh h o:> Q-Y->?"1 i ti mv 
n ot ~pad. 

Go nza l ez d rew a p i c ture of wh at he thought wa s a l~tcle u s ed , 
brush - filled pa t hway down t h e: b erm whei.-e he said Foster ' s b o dy 
was i ying . He ~1.so d rew a c r o ss - secc1on o f ~he body o n the b erm 
inaicac1 n g ch~t th~ f eet of ~he body were pointed t owa r d che 
Geo rge Washingeon Me morial Pa rkwa y, wh i ch run s parallel to t he 
berm. 

A P a rk Pol~ ce of f i cer pres~n c a t Fort Ma rcy that n )gh c , spe a k ing 
on c o nd i t >. on o t: a :-oo nymi t. y , c or roborated Gon z a 1 e z ' s general 
fti!J ,::r "f"-in r-i f""".n A-F ~'hr-i.. h r"\1•1h .J' ~ 'l""'lo rl -i t"-~ '' r-. r "::Jo r- ...;;n.TI Ua. t- -. '"1...:J """" °" ... 'h ,... \.... -A~ , 
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cle3ring·s entrance co the body _ W~re the body where the ~isk0 
rcr-ort. had it, it is dift::i.cul;: i rt1dgir:lng Asnford \.JO\_i J (!r"i' t havi:.
notice<] c.he cannon. sine~ it: sits promineni:ly over 1:.he !)erm whe~-c
the body supposedly was. 

The location of the body is disputed only because the Park Pol 1cc 
c uriously omi tted wha t every death i~vescigacion requires: key 
crime scene photographg_ 

In my Maret: ? 'New York Post arlide, I noted that t he Pa rk Police 
had failed co tak~ a 4 crucial crime scene pho~o9raph, " or series 
of photos that would depict the entire crime sc€ne, including 
shots of the whnle body and its surroundingJ, as wel l oS "relationship 
photos," pictures that wollld show wh~re the body was r elative co 
such landmarks as a cannon or t he deceased ' s car, which was found 
i n the parking lot. 

ttit's extremely important in an inves t i9a tion {to have such 
photos) because it shows ~h~ oody's position and other pat~erns 
which can never be re:-created , " said Venion Geberth, a fonner 
lieut.enant coolJ'r\aoder of New York City's h omicide division. 
Geberth, author o! the authoritative police text "Practical 
Homicide Investiga t ion , 11 noted c.har. such iudispensable photos, 
foe one thing, all ow police co re-create the scene or d~ath and 
establish it h omicide was staged to look like suicide. 

Tha~ PosL article was wide ly mis i nterpreted as stating the police 
had no photographs; this was n ot the case . The Park Police have 
claimed that these photo~ wer~ t~ken, but the film was not 
propsrly developed. The Fiske report noted that 3~ nm shots were 
taken -- but they were "underexposed . " 

In the ~bsence of these c rucia l photos, the pol ice took 13 
Oo l ;:iroid pnoe-00, '-11\ieh. a~ow only ..:. lv~c-1,..1 1:-' ~lHJ Lb VL l'us c e;-.r·.s ooay, 
according to a source who h~s seen them . One of these photos was 
le9ked to ABC News; it s howed Foster' 6 right thumb inserted into 
the t.:rigg6r guard or a . 3B Colt lying next to his thigh. The 
phot.o also shows thick qw:mririe.s of vegetarion around the gun, han,j and 
body. 

This photo, ~s well .!S som~ tha t wer~ not.: released, corroborates 
Gonzalez's original st.acement.s of t he l ocation of the body an.d 
undermine the Fi s ke repo.i:-t. The 9ath on the berm directly in 
front o! the s e co11d, north c~nnon is devoid of vegetat i on, and the 
sides of. the pathway, where fo st.t=r ' s arm was supposedly r ec line<.], 
nas only small amounts of vegetation and fol iage - - :'.\ condition 
inconsistent wi~h the photos. 

I n ea r ly Apri l, Fiske's staff e~cavaLed f or a bullet in the place 
where the y believe Foste r ' s h~ad l~y . w11 i ch wa~ dir~ccly in front 
::i~ t.he cannon. Bue film 1'.ootage o[ Lile becrn takc:n prior. to the 
excavatiOTl indicates t-he parn had no real f oli a g"?., ar~d little 
plan~ gro wth on either side. 

C' _, 



STHATE<; l < - IU,~ 1 Kl 

"Thi~ post-mon::err. findir:9s d~monscraced in thi!': <::i'lSt' are i.:.ypic.:il 
a11d characc:.erisc:ic of: s uch fi ndings i n deaths due to ir:te-nc.ion(1 1 . 
self-inflicted intraoral gcnshoL wounds . " 

Tnr..: p :it ho lo~ i o c 0 do ~tH!•M!."' ~ d e .!. !..' \ '. ~ ~ .~ 6 .A ; k. ; ·~' "" l f ~ .~d::. .~::.i _, [,,,_,"} ,.,1,, .,_,_,. 

erclusively on B.:yer's 110/alions· tbac UH:': re i-'aS no sign G( a si:-n.iggle c.r 
injury on Fosrer ·s body; that the bu lle c p~th described by Beyer 
was accur~te in that it passed ch~ough Fosce1· •s brain stem and 
ouc the upper-rear of Foster 's nead, di sab l ing the bra i ~ sc~m ~nci 
c ausing i.nstiu;c:aneous death (clinical deach follcw<::d shon.l v 
c:d't~l" ) with cardiov;;i.scular acti vit y ceasi ng im1n~d iately ; .:1r1d c~at_ 
LOx1cology test5 were accurate, and no drugs had incapacitat~ci 
Foster. ( F'i ske' s Independeri.t l?.r:. thology i:eam SLa t ed C11a c Fost.:: cs 
brai n stem was disabled by the bu!lec, c~using his hearc co ceas~ 
pumping promptiy . But pathologiscs I consu 1tP.d indicated the 
heart, operating on an independent e l ec~ro - impulse system, does 
not cease purr.p ing simply because tl1e lwa in ~ t em j_ s d isabled. 
Dis~bl i ng the brain stem immedia tely stops lung activity, as the 
1-.-,..,~.:> <:. >.- .:. c: ..:;.,,L .. ·vll..:J l_;.Y L.1.c;; L .... aiH. T~ !<:: 1u;;al.I.. 1:::. UAyy~u 
sens it: i ve. and deprived or oxygen. the Il ea r t ceases pumping 
t ypically anytime from 30 seconds t o two minutes after the bullet 
is fired. In other words, Fosu-,r• s he('l.rt:. should have pumped mor1~: 
t h an several cimes ~f c er the sho~ was ti r ed, causing blood to 
gush out or t:.he ent:c~nct:- wound onto h is mouth, fa ce ~nd shir t. 
Greater blood loss would have bei;n expeci: ed f rom th e exit wO\rnd 
at the rear oC th~ head . ) 

Two cciti c &l issues -- che legicimacy of t he Park Poiice 1 e 
oriqinal invee(i~8ti9n ~nd c~e . i~~e~i~~y of Che autOD5V r Foorr 
ser1ously under.ni ne c:he cc-edJ.b:i.1 ity oE c.he Fl..ske l·eport:. on 
Foste~'s de~th. Despite th~ blac.an c d i s c repancies po inting to a 
cover-up, there has been, to - dot e , no indi cation t hat Fiske is 
taking any o f the normal steps to resol ve the CG1Se , such as 
exhuming t h e body or using subpoena powet· . 

OTHER PROBLEMS IN FISKE'S FINDINGS 

The Fiske report raises, and either casually dismisses Of' isnor es 
other serious questions : 

1. According to the evldence, Foster's head had co bifve assumed four di~tinct 
positiou5 after his supposed lnst:rntaoeous deattJ. {The p3thologists 
belieue Fost.er's heart stopped ;::i J.mos t immediately, wh i c h 
would explain the l ack of visib l e blood on the fron t o f his 
body . } 

a) There w5s a bloodstain on Foster's right cheek . 
presumably from t ouch ing ~is shirt, ~hich the report 
so.id was blood-soaked in UF! sho,, ld;;: :c . 

bl Th e r.;-port said the l:..ea:l \,:.=-is u.cle:d sU9hc..ly LO the r~ glH 

because blood cracks h a d run [rom th~ righr sid e of hi£ 
mouc.h and no?<:: . 

~ l J. -



~··~ ~ v'-'•"''-''- '-'" '--'C:: -'-vv~UU l1VW C11lj' ~umpec.enC. rorenS l C pat.n010':)1$t 
\..!Oti ld miss it," s<;i.id Dr . Ha rry Bonnell, 1-ihO rev iewed cne case. 
Bonnell is chief deputy medical examiner of San Diego, Ca li f . 
«It is a classic 'defense• wound suffered while t rying to avoid 
la) knife " attack _ 

Beyer admi tted, during a n interview with me, that he saw the cut, 
ind that he fai l ed to note it_ He said it was ttconsi s tent with a 
!1f'f'r'l 1P m~rlf " (WnuJc,, c::1ty, :i noodlo m.;i :rl ,_ on reeee.t" 1 ~ hoJy ho·v e 
been important enough to note?) 

Bonnell al s o challenged Beyer' s a s s ertion tha t Easley coul d have 
s tabbed hirnsel f, noting t.bat the t.ri:l j e c cory of t.he knife was 
"inco nsis t entn with a s e lf-infl ic ted wound . 

In the other case - - one th ~t has striking parallels to the 
Foste r matcer -- Beyer ruled tha~ 2l-year-old To~roy Burkett 's 
de<.it:h w~s "consistent with a sui c ide." 

Burke tt., like Foster, wa s tound de ad of an apparent. gunshot 
through t.h@ mouth. After Burkett's su rvivo~s noticed th~t Beyer 
had failed to not.e a "bloody and. disfigured e.;ir " on h :i s autopsy. 
they had ~he young man's body exhume rt fo r a secon¢ autopsy, which 
was perfo r med t>y Dr . Erik Mitchell, fo:rme1· c h i ef of patholo gy fo r 
Syracu &e, N.Y. 

Mitcht:"!l l found not only trauma to the e.!n-, but other crucial 
evidence that Beyer had failed co note: a fractured lowe r jaw, 
wh i ch i nd icated the d~ceased may have beQn beaten first. That 
second autopsy also revealed tha t Bu rketc · s l ung h a d n o t been 
d is s ected , as Beyer cla imed in hi s report _ 

Beyer. i n sevexal int;erview-s wi th tne, emphasized that the U. S . 
Park Pol ice ruled t he ~ea th of Foster a suicide. He did noc. 

nis aut:opsy rep or t doesn't say chat t he wound w(;1 s :-:;e l f. -inO icted, 
ra r:h~r the C<"'U Se of death i s simply s ta ted: '' P r::r fo ra tin g gunF,!1 o t 
wotlnd mou th· l"lead _ '' 

~evertheless. Beye~ ' s r eporc is the basis t or Fiske 's i~depend~n t 
pathol ogy report - - signed of f by fou~ promi ~ enc pathologists: 
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AL•C - 2'2t -"'5-4 $A-,-

Fisk€ did in face impanel Lwo yr and juri2s : one in wa sh inq con , 
·~'ne in Li r: r_ le .Rock. Hur neirhf'r the Wrl.Shingro o nor the l_ illfe l?ocJ\ fi:TOJJc1]uries 
h<!u ,-J 1.,-\fin1ony conc~rrzing Foster "s dt!r,th inves1igarior1 . 

Fisk~. i:~ 1·, ;i. s repo:r· t . , tell. ,; ot excen:s:i v e 1ni:;1;::c-vie·"'s his ortii:~ 
conducce6. And a ~oocnoce co Chae secc1on ac~cmpcs to jusc ify 
rii;:; t"lc.>C :.ising r:he gr.sod j·.; ry in che way G eb-=: rt:.h thinks it S[JO\..!l d 
have been u sed; Ic mai~cai ns Chae i C cno~e in~e rvi ewed gave false 
answers t:o his FBl staff, t:.hey "wot1ld be f '.> r-oSl'!'CUtable un~e r -,·i r. 1e· 
l.B, Onie.a-cl States Code, Se cci o ;l ioo:i.." 

Se c cion JOOl st a t~s Cha e in ce nc ion~l l y1n9 or misleading fede~al 
invescigacors, such as chose o f cn e FBI . is a prosecucable 
offense. 1-lowever, expei-c.s say, that: code is :::are1y invok.i:;d ~nd 
CQ rries l icc l e practicai we i 9ht. 

''Thousand and one (Section J.001} i s very, very, very, vel·y s<?.lc:lom 
used, ft noted William F . Ro~mer , Jr., a 35 - year F8I veteran ~no 
hea~ed che Bureau's Organi2ed Crime scr ik~ Force in Chicago ~ nd 
is che FBI's highes c de cora c e d £onne K agenc. "I have never heard 
it applied_ We never observed ic. 

"If Fiske ha d th~ p ower {of s<.1bp oena} and l:'ie d i dn't: use it, 
someth ing cc>uld be inferred f com that: ." Roemer addc~d, "I wo\• ld 
certainly use ~he hammer, b ecau s e sworn tescimony is a powerfu l 
lever to puc witnesses before a grand jury wich the chreac of 
p e rjury c har9es hanging over che m 

"On the surface. it. appears Lh~re coulCJ. :riave been ~ lo t:. ot 
<1isirt£onnat:ion given (Fiske's inve :St: igat:-ors )" Wheaton added, 
agreeing with Roemer on che need for using a grana jury. 
Wheaton. who has read the Fiske r epor t:, sugg ested that using 
sworn t~scimony -ou1d l essen t:he possibilicy conflicc~ng 
inf"ormac ion migr.t have be-en fed to che investigator-s to confuse 
t:hem _ 

THE CORNF.:RSTOl'JE OF THE: INVES'I'lCATION 

F iske· s c o nclvs:lons t:.hat: Pose.er . commit:t. e,d suicide rely heav:l. ly on 
an auc opsy pet.-~orn-.ed by t:he Virgini a med i c;;:il t-xanli ner, Dr . J amG.s 
Beyer . shorcly arce r che body was discove r ed. 

rncr6dib1y. 91 pages of F~ sKQ'S almost 200 - page reporc are 
res"<.ll't",•:?S cx-vmpet::!.ng t.he q ua1-i :E i cci.i:ions of Dr _ Beyel:'S medi ca l ar,d 
p.e.c.hology c eam. The act•Jt'i l l:-epo rt. on Fost:e:i." s deat:.h i s or. J.. y 56 
pages. Even more incred i ble, thi:: one re s u:-oe chat: real ly r. cu 1-:. r.;; 
i s absenc : chac o~ Beyer h1m s e1r . 

;::., nunlbet- c:if: newsp<:\pers ; .incli_H'l:i ng "lne• IV¢'"-' )'ork f>c>st. The WasJnngr.:m Timr.!s, 
and seve:c·al Vi--ci911ia newsp.ape 1·~; . h~ v o;> s<:· r:..0115 J.y c h~l.l eoged 
Bey~~ ·$ ''~d enci~l s ana ~bilicies . 

9 

l5 : 5U STRATEGIC RESTRU 

3eyer . 76 . ha.s b een under fire f c:n Lwo "suicides" he ruled Oi'l; i11 
on~ case, me dical ev i dence sug gesced c h~ deceased had beer1 
3c c~ cked . and 1n che ocher case s o meone l a Ler act:.u a lly co~fes s e6 
to killing th~ cie~e~se4. 

That confession came about «lrc .:? r <:.h "" £arr.:c:i..y of 21 - yeetr -old Tirn 
Easley c~allenged Beyer•s f~ndings thac the young man had taken 
h is own life _ At his f u neral. che ramily noced and pnocographed 
a C\lt on B.:tsl~y 's hand c:.ha c Beyel.· h<;<d llOt: n ot:ed on t.he a utop s y 
r e porc . 

-rh e cu e on t he h a no i s 
~nn r ,..:ir,_.,...,,....,. .. ..... ~---- - -A 

defin itely ance mo rce~ ... -. . - -. - - - -- - - - -- . - {.be!o:re d e at 11 ) 



A transcript of che 911 c a l l q uotes the park worker: "There ' s ah, 
an . have, ah , ah, this is, is a body, chi s guy fCW J told m~ was a 
body lay ing up there by the la s t cannon . " 

The J?C!I"k worker repeated: "The 1 as t cannon gun ." 

n~1i....111'::l r.._'--'"' LL c:::- po.:. Al11:;i l.uL, 1..t1e ::; et.:Llnu, norcn cannon 1s tne 
" l~sc cannon . ~ CW 9ave the wrong locat i o n oC t h e body, which wa s 
by the firs t . west c~nn on. 

If Foster's death was not a suicide , cw. by pl~cing the body i n 
the wrong location, would became a pr ime suspect: for the police 

FISKE: AND THE TRUTH 

The t acts about this case are net elusive; ovex- 20 Park ~olice 
a nd Fairfax Fire & Rescue personnel are awa re of t he l oca tion of 
the body. 

Yet the weighty hReport of che I ndepenrten t Counsel in re Vi nce 
Foster. Jr. 0 does not contain the truth. Why? 

For one thing , many of those present at Port Marcy Park that 
night were probsbly not even asked ebout the body's location. 
Anc'· of those that were , perhaps they b e l ieved th~t telling t he 
trut h wasn't al l t.h~t important on th is seeming l y ·minor p oin t . 

But there was a ~ay that Fiske could h ave gotten to the truth on 
this "minor point . n 

"I f they (Fiske 's staff) were suspicious , i t would a mount to 
pn r. r.ing peop1 e under Sl.l.b.f?o~na before a g rand j 1Jcy, 11 said Vernoii 
Geberth as to why thE=: s t rong possibility of cover-up was noc 
expl or:ed . "He (Fiske) acceptecl th~ fa ct it was a suicide from 
the bcgtnn1 ng." 

Accord i ng t o Geberth, s tandard police practice requires that 
every suicic:l~ :investiga tion firs t. be treated (iS a homicide 
1nvesr;i9atj. on , until proven othl?.rwise; \olhy did Fic;ke not 1ook 
into thii;; alar ming departure from .stanr'ia:rd police procedure? 

In a pees~ release accompanying the repor t, Fiske stat ed, quite 
obscurel y a nd without explanation , on ly thac the ~jnvestigation 
into Mr. Foscer ' s dea.t.h wa.s not <'l grand jury investigation . " 

£.,}\J.C G~~ti.ttr1 , in rnmrrii=-nrina nil t h ~ CJt·-n,4 . j11qr prooooo, o :iid . !llf 
he (Fiske) was inclined to believe t here was a cove r -up, you put 
everyone -- med ical e xaminer, emergency n edical worKers. police, 
1.d t.nt"~ses - - under s ubpoena to get. swon1 t.Bs t irnony under oath. 
~ha t doesn't j ibe with off i cial r epoct e, you charge thos e (who 
gave ::;uch fa ls e info:rrn<ition) wit h either issu i ng fal;:;e n:~pon. s or 
perjury . " 
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~t~2~ discrepa~cies point t0 an a~pa~cnt 
faces r elat ing to the body's discovery. 

at cemp t 
Why ? 

r.o fals iry thr:! 

we ~iahc loo k co Wateroa~~ -- where w~ scill ~Q not ~~ow for su re 
why t~c ori9in~l bur9l;ry cock place . We only know that i~ 
happened -- and that a massive covt?1·-·0p ~r:.".l'.Jed to hi.de d,...,, rn11.l1 

StiT; ila rly here: We don•c know yec w:-iy c!wy chan91?d the ~ocacio1~ 

of Foster ' s body; we jusc )<now that c:en.a:. :1 partie5 r.ave 
~alsified the loc&tion of Foster's body - - and th~t a concerced 
effort- is !)eing fnade to hide this f<~.ct dr!d othet· tn1L !1s. 

Ger:e Wt:e:aton, "' fcrme~ A1-my Criminal l nvest:iga c.ion Divisi.:.m ?'lg~nt 
wiU·, LS ye9rs experience in homici de i~1vesci9ar:ions. s·.1ggf:'sts (h~ 
key to un~erstanding the cover -up is to place che events in the 
context of July 20, 1993 . 

Wheaton, who spent several weeks in Washing~on invesc1gat1ng the 
Foster case, says that t he Park Police at Fort Marcy th~t night 
reco9ni zed that Foster "did nor: comrn i t suicide . •• He suggests 
cney may nave w~nceo t.o move t:ne oru.c1.::1 1ocation :i..n order to 
hide the real crime scene. "Maybe Fost:e· i.: • s body, neatly arranged 
in tte middle of knee-high brush, looked lik~ a strange location 
to kill oneself," he speculated. 

He als o suggested tha t because the police did not find the bullet 
that went through Foster•s head , they may have teared someone 
else would find it ·· a possible @xpl ana~ion for the ruse of the 
second cannon site. complete with rubber gloves and a bloods tain. 

As tor Fiske, he accempcs to substanciate 
through Park Police Oftice~ Forn3h ill and 
i dentified as "CW" tnrougl1out t.h~ report. 
the body directly in front of the second , 

che second cannon sice 
a confid~nti~l witness 

cw cestified he found 
nortn cannon. 

Wheaton thin~s cw •s cest imony stra1ns creduli ty_ For example, cw 
claims he stopped at the park because he had to urinate badly -
and then walked several hundred yards through the h~avily wooded 
park b~fore doing so , accidentally coming upon the body. 

CW claims he then told a park m~intenance worker to call 911 . 
(In an off -air intervi~w with ~adi o calk show ho$t G. Gordon 
Liddv. Ch was ins i ~r~nr r h~r hP ~i~ nnr ~~~ ~ ~ln in Fo~L~r·c 
hand; accocding co Fiske ' s reporc. ne later said he wasn't sure -
- an equivocation . } 

Th~ 911 ca l l came c.bout aft::er cw let :: Ch e:' park in his w:i:te van , 
and drc.ve north on the parkway seve!"a: ni )es from Forr. M¢r'('Y to a 
park m~intenance fac iliLy. He drov~ into che lot and encoun~ered 
cwo park worke:rs. CW tcld them t:e round a body i n Fon ;·1arcy and 
asked t hem to noti(y the Park Poli ce. cw then drov e of f. 

o~e o f t hQ park workers, Francis Sw~n. called 911 and reporced 
the disco vecy of a body . 

- 7 -



Furthe~. a journal is& wno vi si ted LhG s ite the day af~e r foster 
died says the berm does not.: match wi cr1 t he pho to sho wn on ABC 
John Hanchetce, a reporter for Gannett Newspaper s. was at th~ 
fort, toge cher wi th ~nother repor cer. around 1 pm. che day ~fter 
Foste r's deach. Neither had any idea where cne body had be9n 
discovered, s o they began a search until th ey found what t hey 
believed to be the site. 

l!The (Park: Poi ice) were s loppy,'' H<-rnchette reca lled in a~~r:: ri h ing 
t h e area of the second, north cannon. "ThP.y l eC't:. nibber (cr·J.rne 
scene) gloves _,11 over the plZ>.c.: ." 

H~r:.chet.t€: said he ~wd his col l eagl...!e further c onfinned t:he spot 
where they f ound a 11 bJ. o odsta in i n th e d i t·t, " which he said had 
oried. He ~~io the spot was on the slope directly ~n r ront of 
the second , north cannon, just where the police claim Foster 's 
body was ! ound. 

Hanchett:e remembers his col league pvtcing a st i i;k in to the dir·l 
and confirming t.he color as " red. " He assumed the blood co h<\ve 
been Foste r 's. 

Asked if t he pho to released by ABC Ne~s match es the area wh~re 
t h e bloodstain w~s f ound, Hanchette replied: ~No, it does not. I 
thought i t (the photo) was fishy.'' 

Hanche:tt.e s .;iid t he phot.o was "too verd<'lnt" fox- th~ area he 
r~tnE:mbers seeing, where the landscape clearl y snows bar~ grovnd. 

Lieutenanc Bi ll Bianchi of Fairfax fi r e & Re~cue was present when 
Kory Ashfor d pu t Fo st~r's remains in a b ody bag. He told me he 
saw a bloodst3in "on th@ grass . ~ 

Yee HMnchetce saw a bloodstain on dirt, no t on grass. 

However , Gonz;;:i.lez said ~- and. the Polaroids verify -- that t he 
body was on top of vegetation. 

The truth is that. Foster' s body was on cop of g r ass on t he berm 
by the fi rs t, wast cannon. It left a residl,le of blood on che 
grass. The Park Police changed the l ocation of t he body in the i r 
o ffi cial report . Furthermore, some~ne re - crea ted a second c rime 
s cene by the second, nox-tll cannon -- complete with bloodst ai n 

The Park Pol ice report, which has not been released, places the 
bod y in s till another , t hird loca tion. Acco rd ing to a sou r c e, 
that report. "Tab 4 6 : The Initial Mobile Cr ime r....ab Report of the 
Sce ne of Death. u states that Park Police crime- scene techn ici~n 
Peter Simonello p laces Fosce r ·s body app roxima tely 20 f~et wes [ 
of the cannon axle, in an Cc< St -we st:. o l ignme nt . Th is cont rc.;!Jd:i..c ts 
Fiske's repor t, which said that the body wa :;; ;;;1/me 10 feet nortn 
in a north -souc h alignment . 
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cl The report also s;id because blood had run from the nose 
to where it was seen on the temple area above the e0'r -
in the sloping position he wa s per ched on th e s~eep ber~ 
- - the h~ad would have had to be cipped sligh tly 
backward. 

d) Final ly, the report notes the Polaroid photo shows the 
head to bi:: looki ng !;Jenerally "straight- up.·~ 

Fiske accepts the premise t hat Fos ter ' s head was touched by what 
he lJeJ. ieves to be an early obser'v·er~ --m'EOl t this o cctn-red, the 
e v idence of f our di fferent h ead p ositions is i g n ored. 

2. Wby, dr..spite the claim that the investigation was thorough, were uot elementary 
investigat ive pr.actices followed? 

Standard police procedu re calls for questioni.ng n?.ighbors, 
passersby and everyone else in the vicinity of deaths that are 
even remotely suRpicious. Apparently, Fiske's staff fa iled to do 
t his . 

Several ~eeks ago, The London Telegraph reported that it had 
canvassed the many homes abut~ing and n~ar Fort Marcy Park. The 
newspaper discovered that ne i ther the Park Police nor Fiske's · 
staff had ev~r c~nducted a house -to- house canvass. (The Fiske 
r eporc no~es only that it interviewed security personnel at the 
Saudi an~assador's reside nce, which is direc tly across ~he street 
f rom the re~r entrance to the park. The Fiske report re!ers to 
the rear enrxance as a ''pedestrJan n one, but motorists frequen t ly 
park on the shoulder oe the road by the rear entrance, and then 
ent..;;r the pa r-k. ) 

3. Wby w:a.s tbc gun tn Foster's right hand if, as Tbe Boston Globe report('d aad the P:irk 
Police confirmed> he was kftwbaoded7 

4. Wby l'> evidence that m.lght be coti.fl.icting left out of the F'lske lf.'port? 

For ex(:lmple, Fiske treats cw as cri::~dible· - - yet in h~s original 
testimony to G. Gordon Liddy, he sta ted that h$ fo1.1.nd a wine 
cooler bottle near the body and that he saw a wine cooler pack in 
Foster's car . 

The Fiske report makes no mention of this seemingly signiricant 
testimony, nor does it expla in why i t was omir.ted from the iist 
ot officia l evidence. 

5. Why were key observations by tbc emergeucy workers left out of their f'1irfax offkial 
reports? 

In a footnote, Fiske states that both Fa i rfax EMS wor kers 
Gonzalez and Richard Arthur doub~ed the suic ide ruling because 
t~ey believed they saw additional wounds on Foster ' s head and 
neck Yet no mentiOD was made in their Fa irfax County reporcs of 
s uch wounds . 
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And former Army c10 agent Gene wneaton concurs, a e scr101ng c:ne 
Park Police a~ being the ~most pliable of federal law enfO(CemAn< 
agenci<:;s." 

h'hen I asked the Park Police tor a b r eak.down of their 
approximately 35 death i~vestigations last year tha t were 
suicides, homicides or natural deaths , Lhey could not provide 
t:.hac _ 

CONCLUSION 

As econ as Fiske accepted the Park Po l ice t estimony a t face 
value, the results o f his xepoc t became inevitable . He chose no t 
to use 'ti is s1Jbpoena poy:er. He ;,ir;cepted t h8 au topsy report 
without qu~otio~. 

\i/i th the e-.c;me type of accept<mce , E'i. si<. ~ 
believe that "there is no evidence that 
Whitewater, Madison Gua r an t y or Capi tal 
played any pare in (Foster 1 s) suicide . " 
Whitewat e r had no connection. 

- 15 -

w0uld have us also 
any issues rel~ted to 
Ma nagement Services 

Perhaps he is right: 



~llou t.he glass~s to slide 
dense !'ol.iage) . 

(and ren-.,;,n\ber. 

* •• 

Toe expJ.anatic>ns in t:.he F:iske report still leave r:ha nublic wich 
a high numher of unusual occurr~nces, or a •preponder~nce o ! 
.inconsist.encies," as Wheaton Cc•lls them. Among t.hem: the gun 
st.J.11 in F oster 's hand; a g\.1n still noc pos.ir.i.vely ident.itied by 
his t"amily; a gun with onl.y t.;.wo bull.er:.s (no m<:1t-cl"ling amt1\\1ni t.ion 
w"1s found in Fo.st:e:t:"' s norneJ; the 1ack or visible bl.ooa and che 
unusual., immediace cessat:ion or t:he heart:.; the neat: p o sit.ion of 
Foster's body; the lack of powder burns in Foster's mouth; no 
broken t ee th despite the barrei having been placed deep into h1s 
mouth; t he fact. th~t Foster, a oevoted rarn.i.ly m~n. made no 
a:1:ranserne nt:s ~or h:i.s fami ly, or ave.n said a good-.bye ; the fact: r.o 
nn~ hP~rrl ~ ~hnr: rh~ f~~~ Fo£~Qr h•d chocon ~ o3rk ho h~d novo~ 
visii::.ed before; and the fa ce no soil Wc"l.S fourld on his c;.lot:.hes er 
shoes. 

OBSTROCTION OF JUSTICE 

Piske pledged that 1n add~t:ion co examin~ng the issue of the 
alleged suicide, he was going t:o look into the serious charge 
that: the White House had kept the FBI au~ of the investigation 
a nd h-'!td assigned it instead co the far less qualified and less
exper1enced ~ark Police. 

Fiske , who cur~ously did not: use che grand jury for this cricical 
pare of his inves~igation, 6evoces just a lit-~le ove r a nalr page 
jn explanation . While admitting th& ~ the circumstances o ! 
Foster's deach could have come under FBI jurisdict~on, he 
explained thot: since "a p relimi nary :i.nquiry by cne FBl failc::d 
co indicate any crirnina~ activicy. c ne FB I 's inqutry int..o this 
mr.:.t.ter was closed." 

Bue in a c~o-page leccer senc co me Cy Judge W1lliam Sessions . 

. l.4 
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1..t1.: tot-rn~· r Dir.:-ecr.or of the Fa:, Session~'> ""~ot. I':! t.har. r;.he FB X was 
~ept.. cfr as c h e lead invesci9a~ive agen ~y beca~se or & "power 
struggle lbe t:.'-' e en) the FBI and the Depal:t..mc~ t: of .Just: ic:e" at:: the 
cime of his firing 

"The d ec ision .about: tt1e :i.nvesc.1gacive role of t:be :=·er in t:.he 
FO::> ter deat.h 1-.·as there-fO:t:"e? COm[.•ru1l'li$ed fr .;:,:n t:.h~ beginning." 
Sessions wroc~. no~ing spe~i~i~~lly cha~ Foscer·s d~a c. h ~ook 
place "r::he day a Ec.e:i:.- my c e1:mi nation" nncl on the sarrv:" day Judge 
J ... ouis Freeh had been "proposed" a s Dii:ec t.or. Fr..,eh took of'fice 
several weeks lacer . 

T he day o::. Se$S ions • f i -c i ng t 711e. Vial/ StrL1et Jo1,rnal i.-an d. l e~d 
editorial cal l ed. "Wha t's t:h.;, Fhis.h?" r e: beg0n: "Sot.he gang their;. 
pulled che greac trave 1- o£f~ce caper is now hell-bent on firing 
the head o f Lhe FBI . " The paper t:hough~ it. st.range that Sessions 
had co be fired -- when ne h ad o~fered t.o resign one~ a 
repl~cer.ient h~o been confirmed oy the Senat:.e. 

Fisk~ doesn•c seem co have turned up any obscruccion issues . yet 
chere seems to b e no explRnation f or ch~ rges, such ~s those 
published in The Wo_rhir.gtari Tinics, c.ha c. 1·r1r. Sessions• s tat.emen_c 
co:r:l.·espon<'ls with chose of current and forrne·c FBl e<nd Justice 
Depa~cmenc o!!icials wh o cold The Tim~s o C i ncerference ~y the 
wni~e House ana Jusc~ce Department 1n Che Bureau ' s work ln t he 
Fos ter invest.~gat ion.u 

Simi. l<"llr.ly, ex-FBI rtotable Wil.li~m Roerner sa id chat "(Att:orne y 
Gener-a l Janet:. ) Reno and Clinton had undue in!'.l.uence . T11e FBI 
wo u1. d nor mally be f inding reason s to get i.nvo.l ved in a h.igh
profile c~s~ " like this . 
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(1 11 Gn1'l za.le:z. • s disci.;ssio:~s '-'i t: h ma, he r.ev~.c men::ion2d t:. he wou1;ci , 
.__.;_L _;_ ,_~ ri.<.l.11<.=>J..lly L' '""' 1 ,~ ~ul:' v { che l <-"-' " .-:,r Dl-C.00 . " USU<='J.-Y .;, 
~u:;,cic:le t-_.y gun;;;hot. )Sa me ::.s ," h e toJ.d O"•e . •·ttave you ev<"!r had 
pork brains for breakfast:.?" r.e a s ked rn.,:: i.: orica::.ly. in ;nc.ki n g t: he 
poin c: chc.c t:.her·e sho;.i ld r.a,-e been a me;o.,. o= bl<?Od and f l es l1 v n 
F o scer·s Eace and shirr,.) 

6. \Vhy does a hlb report <l((ac:bed (~) Bc_ycr':; ~1•tr.>p:;y firiclings indicate no d1·11gs wen: 
fouricl - - yet, <tn FBI analysis found rt·ac~ of nn anri -dci)re;:;:,;:anc, as -.·ell as , -3 lium 
{ t)en?.ocll a?.epi.ue)'? 

7. Did the Park Pouce ever conl}uct a .')carch for the bullet'! 

''Ta b 55" of. the P;, rk Pol ice i:·eporc: indicates a Sell rch was 
conducced Cor t.hc bu!lec and n o n e was found yec, nine monchs 
lacer when an FBI ceam sear c hed che are~ near che second, norcn 
cann o n where the po1ice claim the body was discovered, 12 
cont: i;-mp o rc. ry :bu 11 et:: s and 58 met: al Civ i l wa.r a n:;.i !'act.s we r:e f c•und. 

rn March, 1994, Park Pol~ce told Congr essman Robert Oorna~ c hey 
con~uc ced a thorough sweep of the area with s oohiscica ced meca) 
d e c e ccors. Why was che FB I ahle to find so much metal in ~n ~rea 
che Par~ Police said Chey had swept? 

8. \Vhy dicl Fis ke's staff ~CC(>.pt the fact that a nC>te alle~edly wrilteo by J?'o s fer wa" rnund 
w b..i.s office in his brkfcasc -- wheu tbe Park Police <.Mem.>elves, as reported ill Tbe 
New York Tinle$ , d.aln'l.ed they searched the briefc:asc :ond found no s ucb oute, 
seriO• t"IY challenging the \'VhJte House accouot? 

9. \ V hy did Foster' ch(!l'k out a "\-Vh.ite House bee.per if he did oot prau ou returning? '"''bo 
tded t o coa t.act him? 

The Was hington Post:. reported t.hat:. ;i.r.; is noc. scand~~~d pracc:::i ce t:o 
c1J.r-cy a Whi t.e House beeper . yE::t: Foster'$ ...,as found at Fort Marcy. 

The Fiske repor t. si-.at.e s that the be~pe i:· was f'ound on Foster· s 
person, bu t an of ficia l ac Fort Mnrcy t:hn c night had cold me che 
beeper was on the pa5senger c~r s eat. 

The F iske r e p o rt 
poAit:i .:in. 

states that t:he beepe ~ ~~s found in the off 

Ye e a st at e men t by Major Rober~ Hi nes. s p o k e smen ror the Pa r k 
Pol ice , oi~ecc iy contradicts the Fi ske report_ 

"H e (Fos ce.r) hadn't: been answe::-i n g i . t Ch is pacer) M~ i or ::1.o l:>e r t:. 
Hi r1es cold media critic Reed Irvi n e in a r:-.aped int.e i:vi~·...t o n Mar'r. h 
~ - Hine s aiso admitted thac the Wn1ce Hou se •had been on r na c 
day ( h e di ed >N crying co con~acc Foster. 

Curious l y , c he b e eper ts 
ev idanc~ Of i cems handed 
st-c.!C. 

z e: o.) '"8"-11 •J l53l> 21 1~ 

not l ~a ced o n c h e oft i c i a l 
over by ch a ~a Yk Police to 
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li:.;t: cf 
Fisk'"''$ FBI 

· ·-:::-·srf<--. .\.-T-E--<-.-1-c-__ "'"'f<"'~"'"-"'"s"'T:::R:-:l.,-'.-.-_-_-. -~-::_-_------------:vi-,., i ~ ... 

10. How did Foster's glasses "bouuce" 1 .1 feet? 

Th~ police a nd Fiske say F o st.e r •s bc:>u n ci ng eyeglasses were f o und 
13 f e et b e .low Foste1· • s body on Che b e rm. Bec~ \~Se gunpo wder wci s 
found on Fos cer•s g l assAs, the F~ske r epor t conc1udes that 
Foste r 's e yeglasse s "wer~ dislod g e d f rrom F~scer•s head or s h irt 
pock ec ) hy c he sudden backw~ rd mo vemenc of Foster's he~d when Che 
gun W<').5 !ire d , afcer wh:i.c:h the gla sse s bo111tCL'd dowll rhe hill" (12mphasi s 
a d ded ) all of Ch~s happ ene d, mind yo u . while Fo s c e r was i n a 
sini>1g :po siti o n . 
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Perhaps he is wrong 

I n the e~d we , the ordinary citiz~~s . are left at Vincent 
Foster's transitory resting place, Fore Marcy Park. 

p - •""' J ~-.:···~-· 

Fort Marcy brings us co the period of civil war when rivers of 
blood were spil l ed so that we might preserve our unique 
experiment in Pgovernment. o!, by and for the people" - - one 
~here justice would reign supreme end no m~n. no group of men, no 
matter how powerrul or highly placed, would be above t he law. 

How par~doxical, how UCterly tragi c , Chen, if that tiny square O! 
earth should now stand os a symbol of violation co tha c noble 
ideal. 
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